Home Design

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A
HOUSE AND A CUSTOM HOME!

By: Rosa Santiago Zimmerman RSZ
Interiors www.RSZInteriors.com

The purpose and goal of building a
custom house is not only to have a house

that exudes opulence and luxuries, but it
is to have a home that is well appointed
with the details of the lifestyle and family dynamics of the
residents who own it.

The words custom home brings to mind features such
as in-home gyms, outdoor/indoor living, smart home
technology, chef’s kitchen, spa-like master baths, theater
rooms, home offices and on the top list of every custom
build requirement; storage, storage and more storage.

Whether this storage is showcased in a walk-in mas-
ter closet or a walk-in pantry, Butler’s pantry or kitchen
island, linen closet or mudroom, home office or library,
by planning your storage needs carefully, you can actu-
ally build-in storage that doesn’t take
away from your visual space and most
importantly from your floor space.

In high-end chef’s inspired kitch-
ens, you can design features that allow
for productivity and flow. With today’s
busy lifestyles, owners require kitchens
that are multipurpose, but that also
serve as the heart of the humble abode.
Big islands for staying connected and
gathering, with plenty of seating. Sur-
faces and cabinets that require little to
no maintenance; such as Quartz tops
and soft-close hinges and drawers.
Lighting elements that illuminate and
showcase the space is always crucial,
so a well-designed lighting plan that
includes both planet conscious LED options as well as
natural light is a must. Prep stations, adjoining Butler’s
pantry or bars, and having the perfect flow for everyone to
congregate and for the chef to work his/her magic while

keeping everyone together.

Including every member of the family is important
when designing a custom home, and that includes the fur-
ry kind. Adding bathroom features, pet-proofed fencing,
access doors, food storage, napping nooks and built-in
water bowls are some of the details that should be crafted
into a pet-friendly custom home.

Your home is your sanctuary, the place where your
family gathers to work, play, restore and just be together.
It is also a place where you entertain, welcome clients,
friends, neighbors and extended family. Everyday life hap-
pens at home, so creating a custom space you love to live
in requires forethought and lots of planning, but the re-
wards of having every detail taken into account, designed
and customized just for you is what distinguishes a house
from a HOME.

Walk-in pantries are a home chef’s best friend. They
take the cake when it comes to sheer volume of storage

space. With multiple walls of floor-to-ceiling shelves,

they’re big enough to store dozens of ingredients, cook-
books, snacks, pots, pans, medium to large cooking appli-
ances and more.
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His/Hers master bath vanity with soft-close hinges and drawers. Custom slots in these pullout cabinets are sized to

hold not only the hair dryer, hair clippers, but also curling iron, flat iron, brushes, products and electric toothbrushes.
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Home Design

underneath storage for gift bags and pet clothing. The addition
of storage drawers that house winter gear such as scarves, gloves,
hats, as well as pet products, gym towels, gym gloves sunbathing
lotions adds even more organizational benefits. Two coat clos-
ets and additional storage above for picnic baskets and blankets

This expansive mudroom also features built-in bench with l
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make this space a dream hub for the organizational geek. A slid-
ing pocket door opens to a walk-in laundry room.
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Community News

Don't let space go to waste! Island

storage with pull out drawers, book
shelves, trash and recycle bins, product

drawer - unique features and details on
all four sides. And... built-in pet bowls.
Woof!
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Pet-fencing keeps your family pets
safe; especially when they are tiny. The
front porch rails and the back fence were
custom-built to keep small pet’s inside and
unable to squirm though the normal size
rails. Normal rails are 4” apart but these
were fabricated to be 2 %” impeding a
furry escape.

“Success occurs when opportunity meets preparation.” ~ Zig Ziglar
In this home office and library/conference room the magic of success, productivity and big business happens, all
from the comforts of HOME.
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